Truth & Lies: What is Real? (Nonfiction)
Unit 2 Test Study Guide – Pre-AP


Basic Questions You Should Be Able to Answer

What is “non-fiction”?  What are some various types of non-fiction?


How much “fiction” is there in “non-fiction”?


What are some strategies that you might use to understand a difficult non-fiction text?


What are some of the characteristics of a bad argument?  A good argument?


What is the difference between a lie and a fallacy?


How can we understand another person’s point-of-view?  Why is it important to do so?


Why is knowing how to make a good argument, or identify a weak argument, important?  In what situations in life might these skills be useful?



Basic Tasks You Should Be Able to Accomplish

1. Apply non-fiction strategies to a short text… underlining main points, making predictions, summarizing contents, etc.

2. Write your own strong argument using a variety of rhetorical strategies

3. Create counterarguments

4. Analyze a text, video, or image for POV, Bias, Audience, and Motive

5. Analyze a previously unseen argument, identifying fallacies and other potential weaknesses

Terms You Should Be Able to Define and Illustrate (With Examples)

1. Main Point
2. Topic Sentence
3. Prediction
4. Summary
5. Point-of-View
6. Bias
7. Motive
8. Audience
9. Logos
10. Pathos
11. Ethos
12. Lie
13. Misinformation
14. Fallacy
15. Ad Hominem Fallacy
16. Strawman Fallacy
17. Post Hoc (Ergo Propter Hoc) Fallacy
18. False Dilemma
19. Begging the Question / Circular Argument
20. “Weasel Words”
21. Qualifiers
22. Vague Generalizations
23. Emotionally Charged Language
24. Hyperbole
25. Understatement
26. Unsupported Claims

